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There was a glass tube fourteen feet long which
contained a rope used some six thousand years ago to
lower the sarcophagi of the Vlth Dynasty into their
tombs. There was a panoramic view from the top of
Helen's Tower painted in spirited water colours. There
were several tomahawks, two Thibetan trumpets,
three Afghan shields and a mezzotint of Miss Henrietta
Rae's Academy picture entitled c Psyche before the
Court of Venus *. There was also a framed letter from
Nelson to Vice-Admiral Sir Henry Blackwood con-
gratulating him on the gallant action fought on the
night of 3oth March, 1800, by the Penelope against the
Guillaume TelL And there was a large oil-painting in
which, with his own not wholly unskilled brush, Lord
DufFerin had immortalized his first view of Jan Mayen.

This picture puzzled me considerably. At first sight
it appeared to be an accurate representation of some
horse-hair mat upon the upper right hand corner of
which someone had left a jagged piece of Delft china.
On closer inspection, however, a small schooner in full
sail could be descried traversing the rug from left to
right. The passage of this boat was much impeded by
chunks of floating ice. The rug or mat effect was
caused by encircling banks of fog, and the piece of
delft china represented the peak of Jan Mayen, emerg-
ing with its snow-capped dome into a little pond of
clear blue sky. This oil-painting (of which my uncle
was justly proud) had been worked up from a sketch
made at the time and on the spot. That sketch is re-
produced in every edition of Letters from High Lati-
tudes and figures, even, in the Everyman Edition to
front page 126.